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Mike Resnick Wins Tour De France

Mike Resnick peddled his 1987 novel The
Dark Lady to a French publisher last year,
and now has won a four in France — spe-
cifically, the Tour Eiffel Award for Best
Novel of the Year. A 100,000 franc check
comes with it ($15,000 U.S.)

He’s expected in Paris for a huge cere-
mony at the Eiffel Tower on June 8 where
he will be presented with his trophy and
check. Mike is the first American author
to win the award, and will be the first
American the French have thanked for
coming to Paris since Eisenhower.

Guy Lillian Il spread this news as
soon as he got it, letting us know Resnick
will write the event into the ending of his
French Safari Diary, forthcoming in
Challenger.

From now on, it will be etiquette to
address Mike as the Marquis d’Tour
d’Eiffel. Epeé optional.

James White Award
A new annual award commemorates Ire-
land’s best-known science fiction writer.
The James White Award will go to the
best science fiction story submitted in a

competition that will be open only to non-
professional writers. The winner will be

selected by an international panel of

judges which includes Morgan Llwellyn,
Michael Scott, Michael Carroll. David
Pringle and David Langford. The winning
author will receive a trophy and the story
will be published in the British semi-
prozine Interzone.

Entries for the inaugural competition
will be accepted until August 23, 2000.
The winner will be announced by the end
of this year.

Each writer may submit a maximum
of three stories, none of which have been
published before. Stories must be in Eng-
lish and between 2,000 and 4,000 words
in length. There will be an administration
fee of £3/$4 per story entered. Full rules
and writers' guidelines are available from
the Award administrator, James Bacon at
211 Blackhorse Avenue, Dublin 7, Ire-
land or from the Award's website at

http://www jameswhiteaward.com
as of May 1 2000.

E-mail: info@jameswhiteaward.com

PRSFS Turns 25
by Martin Morse Wooster

The Potomac River Science Fiction So-
ciety celebrated its 25® anniversary on
June 9 with a meeting at Dan and Anne
Hoey’s apartment in Washington, DC.
PRSFS was founded in 1975 by a group
of local sercon fans, including Avedon
Carol, Chick Derry, Jim Goldfrank, Bob
Madle, Lester Mayer, Joc Mayhew and
Don Miller, who disdained WSFA’s
fannishness and wanted a place where
they could talk about science fiction.
Two of PRSFS’s founding members are
still active: Jeanic Dunnington, who at-
tended the first thre PRSFS meetings,
went to college, and then rejoined the
club in 1980 after he graduated.
Members talked about how they
joined the club and what the club meant
to them. Most members agreed that hav-
ing no dues and no constitution pro-
longed PRSFS’s life considerably. Spe-

cial thanks were given to Paul and Aly
Parsons for hosting dozens of PRSFS
meetings over the years.

The Society meets on the second Fri-
day of every month at various homes
around the Washington, DC area, and
co-sponsors two picnics a year. For
more information , contact Paul Par-
sons: (301) 587-0377.

File 990
If your nonprofit organization files IRS
Form 990, you’ll find its latest return
information posted on GuideStar -
http://www guidestar.org. The LASFS
entry was accurate, so the listings ap-
pear to be reliable.

Form 990 information has long been
publicly available, but never before has
it been so accessible. Of course, much
more interesting than looking up your
own information will be the free chance
to snoop on what other club- and con-
vention-running corporations are telling
the IRS.

File 770:135 is edited by Mike
Glyer at 705 Valley View Ave.,
Monrovia CA 91016. No animals
were harmed in the making of this
fanzine.

File 770 is available for news,
artwork, arranged trades, or by
subscription. Subscriptions cost $8
for 5 issues, $15 for 10 issues,
mailed first class in North America
or surface mail rates overseas.

Air printed matter rate s
available for $2.50 per issue.
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deliberately hangs a target on his own
back, from watching his fellow World-
con guest of honor, Harlan Ellison.
Harlan literally wore one¢ during Iguana-
con 2.

Not that Bill is such a complete radi-
cal. “I have total admiration for the past
several Fanthologies, edited by Robert
Lichtman. And I'm counting on Robert
as not only a resource, but as a mentor
for this one. But my ‘tastes’ obviously
aren't the same as those of Robert. 1
have no ‘subject’ taboos -- the only cri-
teria is that something intrigues me --
but I do admit to leaning toward heft/
length, over vignettes.”

Bowers brings a 90’s attitude to the
next Fanthology. He scolds us to waste
no time in false humility. “If you wrote
and/or published something during
1995 that you are particularly pleased
with, I'd like to know about it.... Do not
be overly modest, and wait for some one
else to ‘nominate’ your pride and joy.”

He prefers to receive an e-mail giv-
ing the name of the author, the title of
the piece, where it was published, and a
brief description. “If I'm intrigued, and
don't already have a copy, I'll ask for a
photocopy, or electronic copy.”

He also wants to adorn his Fanthol-
ogy with art published in 1995,
“Therefore I'm also soliciting fan art-
work -- covers, fillers, spreads, what-
ever -- also first published in 1995.
Again, photocopies or
electronic graphic files are equally wel-
come.”

Corflu’s Bob Webber has authorized
him to fill a hundred pages. And thosec
pages will bc mimeographed by Master
Mimeographer Jeff Schalles.

Dispatch your nominations to: Bill
Bowers, 4651 Glenway Avenue, Cincin-
nati OH 45238-4503. E-mail:
Bill@Outworlds.net

Tin Type
John Foyster distributes his fanzine
eFNAC by e-mail to fans who let him
know they’re (a) interested, and (b) able
to read the PDF format (e.g., with
Adobe Acrobat Reader.) The third issue
comes in a SOOK file, but it’s not as
though it will really take very long to
download. The 24-page zine is full of
well-written articles, most notably

John’s article about Malaysian culture. 1
never suspected the American Civil War
had any effect on that part of the world
until John noted how the demand for
canned food vastly expanded tin mining
in Malaysia. Don’t miss a single fac-
toid! Send your request immediately to
foyster@senet.com.au

Fans Help Family
Big-hearted fans at ConQuesT came to
the aid of Rob Fertner and family after
the death of Rob’s wife, Anita. Jim
Murray had the idea to sell fake Fans
Over Forty ID's and Richard Lipp de-
vised a way to make them. The idea
caught well enough to raise $400 by
Closing Ceremonies, and right after-
ward a widower anonymously donated
another $300. So at the end of the con-
vention. $700 was given to Fertner to
help him and his two sons. Roger Tener
delivered the money and writcs. “As you
could expect Rob was very grateful....
Once again Fandom takes care of it's
own.”

[[{Source: Roger Tener, Chronicles
of the Dawn Patrol]]

Syzygy in St. Augustine

F. Paul Wilson's and Matt Costello's
play Syzygy enjoyed a March premiere
in St. Augustine. Florida. Local fan
Rich Gutkes attended during the six-
show run. “My hat is off to director
Garrett Peck to went through hell (and
surgery) (o get it staged.”

Rich calls Syzygy “twisty, fast paced
and in the mode of a Twilight Zone
story. I recommend it to all fandom. It
would be perfect entertainment at a
con.”

Director Garrett Peck is the local
connection, a member of the Horror
Writers Assoc. who has done dramatic
work with other horror writers. He nar-
rates Wilson's audio CD "Conspiracies”
which made the final ballot for the
Bram Stoker Award.

Gutkes remembers, “Two years ago,
Peck was getting this play organized
when he had a motorcycie accident.
They had to shorten his leg two inches
to save it. I guess it gave him the impe-
tus to write as well as the resolve to pro-
duce the play.”

The St. Augustine Record favorably
reviewed the play, in the vein of "things
to sec this weekend.”

Wilson and his family attended the
premiere. He also worked in a book
signing at the local Barnes & Noble.
Steve Spruill also came.

Peck hopes to work with horror writ-
ers again, and told Gutkes he has long
been awaiting a play from Somtow.

Literature By The Ton
George RR. Martin is delirious that 4
Storm of Swords is finally finished. By
now the huge novel is being pored over
by editors, publishers and agents. We
hope one of them is already dreaming
up a nice big figure to put on a check to
purchase the rights. For onec thing.
George needs to pay Kinko’s for making
all those copies.

He muses, “I do feel as though as |
have given birth to a wooly mammoth --
this is a big beast, with a nasty disposi-
tion, and pretty damned hairy too. It
weighs in at 1521 manuscript pages.
some 350 pages longer than 4 Clash of
Kings. 1 fear 1 lied about the four wed-
dings and the funeral. Now that I am
done, I see there are four weddings. rwo
funerals. and a wake.... But the mam-
moth is at least on its feet: the rest is
Jjust a matter of polishing up its tusks.”

[[Source: Roger Tener, Chronicles
of the Dawn Patrol]]

A Rose by the Same Name
Laura Brodian Freas had the last laugh
when she e-mailed newzine editors this
confession from Paul Bamett of Paper
Snarl:

“One of the major international
events of March was the final determi-
nation, after massive international
brainstorming sessions and sophisti-
cated marketing research on both sides
of the Atlantic, of a title for the new
Kelly Freas book, to be published by
Paper Tiger this Fall — Frank Kelly
Freas: As He Sees It. This, um, hap-
pened to be, er, the title Kelly had sug-
gested in the very first place, which only
goes to show that....”

In His Own Words
Look for Julie Schwartz’ autobiogra-


mailto:Bill@Outworlds.net
mailto:foyster@senet.com.au



http://www.budplant
mailto:wom-bat@sff.net



http://members.xoom.com/
galaxyonline.com
Fandom.com
Fandom.com
Fandom.com
Fandom.com

June 2000 9

Graphic Examples
by Mike Glyer

Baloney: Quickly discarding any
thought of naming their fanzine Tom
Arnold, Tom Springer and Arnic Katz
decided what fandom needed was more
Baloney. So the pair opened a delicates-
sen-by-mail, spiced by contributions
from Ken Forman. Joyce Katz and the
late Bill Rotsler. Ross Chamberlain also
supplies a delightful cover showing
Tom serenely unaware that Arnie is
behind him juggling a knife, a cleaver
and a monogrammed hunk of the zine’s
namesake.

Now, if you don’t happen to like the
name Baloney, Arnie’s
“Katzenjammer” column more or less
guarantees a different name will be
along soon. He lists 16 fanzine titles
he’s used over the years and alludes to a
dozen more. And if you’ve observed
along with Greg Pickersgill that Las
Vegas fans start fanzines enthusiasti-
cally then fold them hastily, be sure and
remind Arnie so he can twit you about
it, too: “If he actually wrote this, Greg
has a point. (If Greg didn’t say it, he’s
pointless.)” This is fandom, where
nobody needs an excuse to give every
issue of his zine a new name. Besides,
Arnie sincerely believes that “Each new
experiment generally gets a unique
name that, hopefully, fits its format.”
What’s it to you if they all coinciden-
tally have an editorial by Arnie named
“Katzenjammer”?

His editorial in Baloney is especially
noteworthy for its lively humor. Arnie is
capable of a wide range of expression,
but he enjoys nothing better than a
passionate quest in defense of faanish
values. Or in this issue, William Rot-
sler, who certainly deserves the benedic-
tion. This time, Arnie reminds us he has
another side by first launching into a
humorous diatribe that spares no one,
least of all himself, and bristles with
funny lines like, “A Kincaid screed has
become a badge of honor for U.S.
fanzines, a tangible vindication of talent
and achievement.” Arni¢ deftly needles

Kincaid, without
rancor. In fact,
you can tell from
Arnie’s  brash
overstatement,
poking fun at the
earnest  British
reviewer, that he
agrees our
homely efforts
could stand some
polishing.

Arnie  also
fires a few salvos
at online fanac in
a satirical expla-
nation of the
difference  be-
tween a “fanzine”
and a listscrve.
Fortunatcly,
Arnic was not
contcnt to answcr
Greg Pick-
ersgill’s provoca-
tive comment on
the MemoryHole
listserve. What a
waste of perfectly
good editorial fodder that would have
been.

He even jokes about TAFF. As if he
didn’t know that simply writing
“TAFF’ in a fanzine is a dangerous
political act!

Yes, Amie courts danger every step
of the way. He ends his editorial quoting
a mock conversation with Tom
Springer. Arnie explains that they won’t
just send the zine to their friends, they’l!
also send it to five pompous idiots. Fans
convinced Arnie is talking about them
have already gotten their knickers in a
twist about that remark.

Tom Springer then weighs in with
his own editorial. It’s hard for anybody
to sustain the energy level of Arnie’s
column. Tom might have spared himself
from direct comparison by picking a
different topic — but his entire editorial
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is also about how they chose Baloney to
be the title. He writes in a light and
amusing style, and gets off some good
lines of his own. He just can’t help
sounding like he’s written “the making
of Arnie’s editorial.”

Amie’s legacy from Bill Rotsler
included some autobiographical
sketches. The first of these appear in
Baloney as “Bent Lance, a column by
William Rotsler.” Bill tells us what he
learned about life in three-and-a-half
years of art school. It’s quite easy for me
to imagine Bill’s voice saying these
words. I enjoyed these stories and I miss
Bill.

Ken Forman’s “The Quest” is well-
suited the follow Rotsler’s column. Both
writers infuse their storytelling with a
high degree of machismo, but there’s
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her better-written reviews. She sends no
mixed messages. Her opinions are direct
and supported by relevant details. So
what if she’s wrong about Ed Green and
Milt Stevens? However, Alison makes
another good point when she challenges
Marty’s article introductions, lavishing
praise in a way that instantly trigger a
reader’s skepticism. A faned defeats his
purpose by inviting unrealistic expecta-
tions. Far better to let an article seek its
own level. Il it's that good, the letter-
hacks will figure it out and say so. Or il
it's not, fans might still find a way to
enjoy it if the editor doesn’t annoy them
with a lot of verbal elbow-jogging.
Besides needing to leave readers
with a clear “bottom-line” opinion about
each zine, and to be sure that it’s sup-
ported by her discussion, Alison also
needs to get rid of all the casual insults
strewn throughout her reviews. As 1
said, Alison isn’t writing old-fashioned
KTF, shc just sccms to go brain-dcad all

of a sudden. For
example, in the
midst of reviewing
Baloney, Alison
adds a snide com-
mcent:

“We rcccived onc
letter over two pages
long on the last
Plokta, from a nota-
ble letterhack, and
had serious difficulty
even finding one
usable sentence to
extract from the
WAHF column.” If 1
can figure out who
this unnamed letter-
hack is, I’'m abso-
lutely sure he knows
and is [leeling the
back of Alison’s
hand.

Alison joins that
remark to an enthu-
siastic repudiation of
The Usual: “we
should have no
compunction about
not sending the
fanzine to tedious
gits, even if they did
loc every single
issue....” Has she blown up the basic
social contract of fandom? Or is she just
making a joke? What do you think,
Andy?

Items Reviewed: Baloney, Arnie Katz,
330 S. Decatur Blvd., PMB 152, Las
Vegas, NV 89107 and Tom Springer,
15515 NE First Circle, Vancouver, WA
98684. “Although this fanzine is as
available as a Vegas hooker, you can’t
buy it for any amount of money.”
Kittywompus Tracks Fanzines,
Alison Scott, http://www.kittywompus.
com/fanzines/reviews/

Changes of Address

If vou're a fan whose last name starts
with the letter “B.” odds are you moved
this spring....

John Bangsund, 1/5 Tasman Street,
Preston, Vict. 3072, Australia

Chris M. Barkley, 1010 Park Lane,
Middietown, OH 45042-3410

John D. Berry & Eileen Gunn, 232
Winfield Street, San Francisco, CA
94110

Sheryl Birkhead, 25509 Jonnie Court,
Gaithersburg MD 20882

William Breiding, 150 Grattan St. #4,
San Francisco, CA 94117

Allyson M.W. Dyar, 1209 SE 89th
Avenue, Portland OR 97216

Christian McGuire, 5320 Corteen Place
#19, North Hollywood, CA 91607

Curt Phillips, 19310 Pleasant View
Drive, Abingdon, VA 24210

Charles Platt, E-mail: cp@panix.com

Alex Slate, E-mail: alex_slate@hotmail.
com

Martha Beck discovered in March how
to spam, er, message everyone on her
list. "Since joining AOL, the wonderful
machine yells at me when I have mail...
and to think I told it about two months
ago, that it was going out in yard, and
before 1 buried it, my two rotties were
going to nasty things to it first..."

Gel in the queue by contacting Mar-
tha al her new address: martha-
beck/@aol.com

"We are not well —- ha -- never have
been!, but what are you to do when you
hit 70?7 And Hank is 74 -- just laugh at
it, and enjoy each other...." Martha
loves visits from her fannish friends and
family: she puts them up in a large
apartment beside their house. "[The
late] Joni Stopa gave us a wooden sign,
BECK'S MOTEL, and we put it over
front door -- was really worried that
moving from Wimpy Zone over eight
years ago, we'd lose sight of all you
sweet peoples -- will not make a list, but
believe me, we have company!”

Obligatory Dr. Who Reference
Harry Warner Jr. “My favorite Dr.
Who was Tom Baker,.”
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Hugo Awards Nomination List

Best Novel
(334 nominations for 183 novcls)

A Civil Campaign by Lois McMaster Bujold (Bacn)

Cryptonomicon by Ncal Stephenson (Avon)

Darwin's Radio by Greg Bear (HarperCollins UK Del Rey)

A Deepness in the Sky by Vernor Vinge (Tor)

Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban by J.K. Rowling
(Bloomsbury; Arthur A. Levine/Scholastic Press)

DBest Novella
(191 nominations for 58 novcllas)

"The Astronaut From Wyoming" by Adam-Troy Castro and
Jerry Oltion (4nalog 7-8/99)

"Forty, Counting Down" by Harry Turtledove (4simov’s 12/99)

"Hunting the Snark" by Mike Resnick (Asimov's 12/99)

"Son Observe the Time" by Kage Baker (Asimov's 5/99)

"The Winds of Marble Arch" by Connie Willis (4simov's 10-
11/99)

Best Novelette
(168 nominations for 130 novelettes, six nominecs due to a tic)

"Border Guards" by Greg Egan (/nterzone 10/99)

"The Chop Girl" by Ian R. MacLeod (Asimov's 12/99)

"Fossil Games" by Tom Purdom (Asimov's 2/99)

"The Secret History of the Ornithopter" by Jan Lars Jensen
(I'&SI" 6/99)

*Stellar Harvest" by Elcanor Arnason (4simov's 4/99)

"1016 to 1" by James Patrick Kelly (4simov's 6/99)

Best Short Story
(189 nominations for 158 short stories)

" Ancient Engines” by Michael Swanwick (4simov’s 2/99)

"Hothouse Flowers" by Mike Resnick (4simov’s 10-11/99)

"macs" by Terry Bisson (F&SF 10-11/99)

*Sarajevo” by Nick DiChario (F&SF 3/99)

"Scherzo with Tyrannosaur” by Michael Swanwick (Asimov's
7/99)

Best Related Book
(167 nominations for 74 related books)

Minicon 34 Restaurant Guide by Karen Cooper and Bruce
Schneier (Rune Press)

The Sandman: The Dream Hunters by Neil Gaiman and Yoshi-
taka Amano (DC Comics/Vertigo)

Science [Iiction of the 20th Century by Frank M. Robinson
(Collectors Press)

The Science of Discworld by Terry Pratchett, lan Stewart, and

Jack Cohen (Ebury Press)
Spectrum 6: The Best in Contemporary Fantastic Art edited by
Cathy and Arnic Fenner (Underwood)

Best Dramatic Presentation
(304 nominations for 106 dramatic prescntations)

Being John Malkovich (Single Cell Picturcs/Gramercy Pic-
tures/Propaganda Films) Dirccted by Spike Jonze; Writicn
by Charlie Kaufman

Galaxy Quest (DreamWorks SKG) Directed by Dean Parisot,
Story by David Howard; Screenplay by David Howard and
Robert Gordon

The Iron Giant (Warner Bros. Animation) Dirccted by Brad
Bird; Book by Ted Hughes; Screenplay by Brad Bird and
Tim McCanlies

The Marrix (Village Roadshow Productions/Groucho II Film
Partnership/Sitver Pictures) Directed by Andy and Larry
Wachowski;, Written by Andy and Larry Wachowski

The Sixth Sense (Spyglass Entertainment/Hollywood Pictures)
Directed by M. Night Shyamalan; Written by M. Night
Shyamalan

Best Professional Editor
(203 nominations for 66 editors)

Gardner Dozois (4simov's Science Fiction)

David G. Hartwell (Tor/Forge; Year's Best SF)

Patrick Nielsen Hayden (Tor Books; Starlight)

Stanley Schmidt (4nalog Science Fiction and Fact)

Gordon Van Gelder (St. Martin's Press; Fantasy & Science
Fiction)

Best Professional Artist
(196 nominations for 103 artists)

Jim Burns

Bob Eggleton
Donato Giancola
Don Maitz
Michael Whelan

Best Semiprozine
(168 nominations for 38 semiprozings)

Interzone edited by David Pringle

Locus edited by Charles N. Brown

The New York Review of Science Fiction edited by Kathryn
Cramer, Ariel Hamion, David G. Hartwell, and Kevin
Maroney

Science Fiction Chronicle edited by Andrew 1. Porter

Speculations edited by Kent Brewster
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for economic reasons, had been made
infinitely greater by the notoriety Dis-
clave gained by being flooded out by a
broken fire sprinkler in 1997. Mayhew
reversed another committece member’s
amazing decision to invite the "ASB"
group back and give it an entire floor,
but Disclave’s economic and image
problems doomed hotel negotiations. He
described winding down his Disclave as
“a bit like building a casket. Perhaps for
achild.”

Mayhew was beset by medical prob-
lems during the last five years. He was a
diabetic. He underwent a quadruple by-
pass heart operation in 1996. He needed
treatment for tachycardia the weekend
after officially announcing the cancella-
tion of his 1998 Disclave at WSFA. De-
spite all of these trials, Mayhew was
blossoming as one of the best fanartists
ever.

Elspeth Kovar wrote online that peo-
ple noticed Mayhew’s latest problem
because “for the first time in anyone's
memory Joe left Balticon and did not
return, saying that he was overwhelmed
by all the people -- and things came to a
head about two weeks later and he was
admitted to the hospital.”

Michael Nelson saw Mayhew in the
hospital on May 31 and wrote, “Joe is
trapped inside himself. I think he recog-
nizes people most of the time, but either
he can't understand us or can't commu-
nicate, not even by blinking or other
movement. Last night, he was drifting
in and out of sleep every few minutes.
Sometimes he would appear to recog-
nize someone and give one of his big
grins and other times he acted like a
startled deer caught in a car's head-
lights.”

Sad as it was that Mayhew slipped
away over the past few weeks, I’'m com-
forted to know he went in the company
of the friends he made in fandom. And
through his artwork he’ll remain a
lively presence among us for some time
to come.

William Danner
William Danner passed away on March
4, 2000 at the age of 93. He had already
retired his long-lived quarterly fanzine
Stefantasy, which, had it not been clev-
erly written, would never have garnered

so many awestruck expressions of admi-
ration for the work involved in handset-
ting type for fandom’s last letterpress
fanzine. Long-time FAPAn Robert
Lichtman wrote the following apprecia-
tion of one of the apa’s legendary mem-
bers.

Bill Danner (1906-2000)

by Robert Lichtman

Bill Danner was born July 20, 1906. He
arrived on the fannish scene in July
1945 in the Vanguard APA with a pub-
lication, 4 Dangerous Thing, which
soon metamorphosed into his beloved
Stefantasy. Danner stayed with VAPA
until its end in 1950, when he leaped
over to FAPA (the Fantasy Amateur
Press Association, SF fandom's oldest
apa) and remained active there until
1962. After that, he continued to pub-
lish Stefantasy, with gradually decreas-
ing frequency, for a total of 54 years,
ending with the 123rd issue in Decem-
ber 1998. Stef is best characterized by
Danncr's unusual scnsc of humor, which
manifcsted itsclf in a scrics of mock ad-
vertisements for a wide variety of ficti-
tious business entities, the most memo-
rable of which was the National
Twonk's Disease Foundation. He re-
ferred to his publishing activities as the
Skreughbaul Press, to Stef as "the maga-
zine that's milder, much milder -- it lets
you sleep - it's soft as a grape,” and in-
cluded in every issue the immortal
words of one Ambrose J. Weems: "You
can fool some of the people some of the
time, and you can fool some of the peo-
ple some of the time, but you can't fool
some of the people some of the time."

Despite such a long string of pub-
lishing activity, Danner never consid-
ered himself an SF fan. Good-humored
about it as with everything, he was
quoted as saving in 1950, "I consider
being called a fan merely a mistake, not
an insult." Bill's origins were in the
printers' amateur press associations --
the world of "ayjay" or "the 'dom" as it's
affectionately and variously known by
its adherents — and Stefantasy was
printed by letterpress, using hand-set
type. He continued his associations
there, contributing annually to the It's 4
SmallWorld combozine, a sort of

WOOF. Fans and ayjay enthusiasts ap-
peared side by side in Stef's letter col-
umn, to my knowledge the most conge-
nial common meeting place of the two
subcultures.

In the end, Bill found it too ardu-
ous to continue his favorite activity. In
a July 1999 letter he wrote: "If you're
wondering what happened to Stef 124,
there isn't any. I started it right after
Xmas and then we had two very cold
spells and the cellar was unfit for hu-
man habitation. When it began to warm
up it was too late to get an issue out on
schedule, and I found I had slowed
down so much it took a lot longer to do
anything so I decided to call it quits.”
Elsewhere in the letter he confessed that
he'd been getting around with a walker
for quite some time. Ending on a char-
acteristic positive note, he said: "When 1
kick off, a nephew in Colorado is to get
my whole outfit, and he says he'll take
care of it and use it, and hinted that he
might continue Stef. That would be an
interesting development, and 1 wish 1
could see his issues."

Sodol

Ray Gibberd

Ray Gibberd. a director of Britain’s fa-
mous Andromeda Bookshop for over 20
vears, died on May 28. He was diag-
nosed with a brain tumor over 18
months ago, and surgery was immedi-
ately done to remove it. Unfortunately,
the tumor returned and another opera-
tion had to be done this past January.

When the country’s National Health
Service was unwilling to pay the cost for
a recommended course of chemother-
apy, Rog Peyton, Andromeda’s manag-
ing director, turned to the science fic-
tion community to help find the rest of
the money. Donations and auctions
raised £3.400. according to The Brum
Group News. The money and ten boxes
of auction material will be distributed
between the Hospice which took care of
Ray, Children With Leukemia, and
Cancer Research.

In Passing
Catherine Crook deCamp, teacher,
author, and editor, and beloved wife of
L. Sprague de Camp, passed away April
9, 2000 at the age of 92.
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Dickson, Anderson, Russell

and Sturgeon — Oh, My!
It’'ll be a solid Golden Age induction
when four new members of the Science
Fiction & Fantasy Hall of Fame are offi-
cially honored during the Campbell
Conference in July. Poul Anderson,
Gordon Dickson, Eric Frank Russell
and Theodore Sturgeon were announced
as additions to the Hall for the year
2000 during ceremonies at ConQuesT
31 in Kansas City this past Mcmorial
Day Weckend.

The Scicnce Fiction and Fantasy
Hall of Famc was foundcd in 1996 by
the Kansas City Science Fiction and
Fantasy Society and the J. Wayne and
Elsie M. Gunn Cenlter for the Study of
Science Fiction at the University of
Kansas. The Campbell Conference takes
place at the University of Kansas in
July, and features the Hall of Fame in-
duction and presentation of the John W.
Campbell and Theodore T. Sturgeon
Memorial Awards.

Due to previous commitments, nei-
ther Anderson nor Dickson are expected
to attend the July conference, and it will
be a posthumous honor for Russell and
Sturgeon. However. Hal Clement. a
1998 inductee. and Robin Sturgeon.
Ted’s oldest son, will be present this
year.

The inductees to the Hall of Fame
were selected by the Board of Directors:
Robin Wayne Bailey, James Gunn, Joe
Haldeman, Larry Hopkins, Ted Poovey,
Keith W. Stokes and William Tienken.
For more information, see their web
page:
http://www kcsciencefiction.org/hof . htm

The Knight Has

a Thousand Ayes

Arthur C. Clarke was recently knighted
at the home of the British ambassador to
Sri Lanka, more than two years after he
was conferred with the honor. Plans for
Clarke to be invested with his knight-
hood by Prince Charles during the
prince’s visit to Sri Lanka in 1998 were
derailed by a tabloid’s accusations that
Clarke was a child molester. The allega-
tion was never proved.

"I feel like a lobster,” joked Clarke,
wearing an ash-colored suit and a blue

tie on a hot, sultry morning. He flapped
his arms and legs, pretending to be a
lobster. Clarke uses a wheelchair be-
cause of a post-polio problem that has
left him partially paralyzed. "I have
every reason to be happy and, yes, I am
very, very happy."

[[Sources: AP news, Chronicles of
the Dawn Patrol]]

Medical Update

Judy Sephton, a Lunarians member, is
suffering from brain cancer. She under-
went surgery on June 16 to install a
shunt that will drain fluid from her
brain. Lunarians president Dom Cor-
rado announced that the prognosis is not
good.

Elian: Not the Only Orphan
As the Elian Gonzalez crisis made a
political football out of the plight of one
international orphan, Marie and Kirby
Bartlett-Sloan wrote the following letter
to the Atlanta Journal Constitution,
published on April 10:

“Many of us in the international
adoption community have been amazed
and frustrated by the attempts by some
in Congress to pass a bill granting citi-
zenship to little Elian Gonzalez.

“We American citizens who have
adopted orphans from overseas must pay
hundreds of dollars in fees and wait
years for the Immigration and Naturali-
zation Service to act on our children’s
citizenship. This ought to be a no-
brainer: If an American adopts a child
from overseas, the child should auto-
matically become a citizen. just like
childrer born overseas to Americans.
The proposed Adopted Orphans Citi-
zenship Act would do precisely that. but
it has been stuck in committee since last
September. We urge Congress to act on
this simple measure so it can become
law and our children can become citi-

”

Zens.

Mythopoeic Awards Finalists
The Mythopoeic Society has announced
the finalists for its fiction and scholar-
ship awards. The winners will be an-
nounced at the Mythcon XXXI banquet
on August 19th.

Mythopoeic Fantasy Award
(Adult Literature)
Elementals by A.S. Byatt
Tamsin by Peter S. Beagle
Dark Cities Underground by Lisa Gold-
stein
The Wild Swans by Peg Kerr
The Book of Knights by Yves Meynard

Mythopoeic Fantasy Award
(Children's Literature)
Skellig by David Almond
The Folk Keeper by Franny Billingsley
The Circle of Magic senes by Tamora
Pierce
Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azka-
ban by J.K. Rowling
Kingdom series by Cynthia Voigt

Mythopoceic Scholarship Award
(Inklings Studies)

C.S8. Lewis: Writer, Dreamer & Mentor
by Lionel Adey

Tolkien: Man and Myth - A Literary
Life by Joseph Pearce

Farmer Giles of Ham by J.R.R. Tolkien,
edited by Wayne G. Hammond and
Christina Scull

Roverandom by J.R.R. Tolkien, edited
by Wayne G. Hammond and Chris-
tina Scull

Mythopoeic Scholarship Award
(General Myth and I'antasy Studies)
King Arthur in America by Alan Lupack
and Barbara Tepa Lupack

The Quest jor the Grail: Arthurian Leg-
end in British Art 1840-1920 by
Christine Poulson

Oz and Beyond: The Fantasy World of
L. Frank Baum by Michael Riley

Strange and Secret Peoples: Fairies and
Victorian Consciousness by Carole
G. Silver

When Dreams Come True: Classical
Iairy Tales and Their Tradition by
Jack Zipes


http://www.kcsciencefiction.org/hof.htm
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A Fan

California Before the Day: Our trip out
to California was pretty booked up, so
really had no chance to focus on my up-
coming Jeopardy! appearance. The Sat-
urday before, we attended a wedding. On
Sunday, my parents, wife, daughter and I
flew out of Midway in Chicago, spending
a couple of hours at the Albuquerque air-
port where we visited with cousins from
both my parents’ sides of the family.
When we arrived at LAX, we rented a
car and drove out to my uncle’s house in
Yorba Linda.

For those who aren’t familiar with
LA, Yorba Linda is about as far east as
you can go and still remain in California,
at least, that’s the way it seems. The only
thing Yorba Linda has to offer, in the
way of tourism, is the Richard Nixon
Birthplace, Library and Gravesite. This
means that whenever you want to do any-

in Jeopardy! Part Two!

by Steven Silver

thing, you first have to spend and hour or
more in the car getting to the general
area to which you wish to go.

On Monday, we took my two-year-old
daughter, Robin, to Disneyland. No mat-
ter what anyone says, the perfect age to
go to Disneyland is in your thirties, as-
suming you are bringing your child along
and can watch her expression as she tries
to deal with the sensory overload, the
shock and the pure, unadulterated enjoy-
ment. In the weeks leading up to my trip,
I was telling people that I was more look-
ing forward to taking my daughter to
Disneyland than I was toward Jeopardy!
After my return, I stand by that state-
ment.

On Tuesday, Elaine, Robin and I met
some high school friends for lunch at a
Mexican restaurant, E1 Coyote, which, I
am assured, is where Sharon Tate ate her

last meal. I was not particularly im-
pressed by the food. the service or the
history. Our subsequent plans to wvisit
Griffith Park were scuttled when Robin
decided (much to her parents’ apprecia-
tion) that it was time to take a nap. While
she slept in the back seat, we drove up
into the San Fernando Valley where we
had dinner plans with some other friends.

After dinner, we drove back into LA
proper and checked into the Radisson
Hotel in Culver City. I checked in at the
concierge’s desk and was told that some-
body had already booked a cab over to the
studio for 8:00 the next morning and
someone else for 8:30. I decided to aim
for the 8:00 ride with the option of
switching to the later ride.

The Day Dawns: On March 1, 1
awoke at 3:00 in the morning with a
splitting sinus headache and the sounds
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eral audience. These are pecople who have
written for tickets to Jeopardy! or been
given tickets while looking at the sites of
Holtywood. The smaller section is re-
served for the contestants, their guests
and guests of Sony, Jeopardy! or similar
organizations. A wall divides the two
parts of the audience from each other.
The majority of audience shots are taken
on the larger side.

We were escorted back to the green
room for a final make-up touch up. At
about this time, Suzanne informed us that
the shows we would be taping would not
air until the week of June 12. Although
contestant order was determined at ran-
dom, 1 asked if it would be possible for
me to appear in the third show, which
would air on June 14, my anniversary.
Suzanne responded that if I were selected
for one of the first two shows, I would
have to earn my way to the third show
and there was no way they could simply
put me on that show. I jokingly said,
“Then I'll just have to beat Jason.”

Sitting in the Audience: Grant an-
nounced that Jason would face off against
Ted and Camille, the two contestants left
over from the day before. The three of
them were sent to Jennifer to receive
touch-ups on their make-up.

They shepherded the remaining ten
future contestants into the audience,
which was already full. I sat on the aisle
of the first row. Across the aisle from me
was a woman I had never seen, my par-
ents, wife and cousin. We had been
warned not to communicate with our
guests since it could result in our dis-
qualification. Our guests had been
warned even more harshly that even wav-
ing to us could result in our disqualifica-
tion. I later found out that the woman on
the end of the aisle was Jason’s mother.

Jason completely dominated the first
game. The single-day record for win-
nings on Jeopardy! is $34,000. Al-
though Jason could have set a new rec-
ord, he chose to bet conservatively in Fi-
nal Jeopardy. Nevertheless, he finished
the game with $28,000, the fourth high-
est single-day total. which set his four
day winnings at close to $60,000. The
contestants in the audience looked at
each other and it was clear we were all
thinking that we didn’t want to go up
against Jason in his fifth game.

Grant walked over to the front of the
audience and announced the sacrificial
lambs (although he politely called them
challengers) for the second game. The
first name was Kari, who had been on the
bus over to the studio with me. I was the
second name he called off. We rose from
our seats and went to get our makeup
touched up in the Green Room. The other
contestants were led off after us.

I later learned that when my wife and
mother realized I would be facing Jason,
their hearts sank. Jason had demon-
strated that he was a powerhouse player,
not only knowing the categories, but
quite competent with the buzzer. They
figured we had traveled all this way only
to have me go up against the invincible.
With a mother’s optimism, my mom tried
to reflect that their was no reason to

airs because 1 couldn’t tell you what the
categories, answers, or questions were. 1
do know that Jason proved amazingly
adept at finding “daily doubles.” Fortu-
nately, I seemed to be a match for him
when it came to handling the buzzer.
During the first round of Jeopardy!, the
lead went back and forth between us sev-
eral times.

Jeopardy! is filmed in real time.
When the show goes to a commercial
break, the contestants stand around on
the set, talking to each other or to the
crew. Jennifer rushes onto the stage to
touch up make-up as needed and a stage-
hand brings a tray with water cups for the
contestants. During the first commercial
break. I told Jason he should focus on
deciding which car he would choose
when he won the game (Five time win-

Z bon'r
BELEVE

think 1 couldn’t beat Jason, but her hope
seems to have been half-hearted at best. 1
know that my goal at that point was sim-
ply to enjoy my half hour on Jeopardy!
and to do the best I could. Perhaps sec-
ond prize would be a trip somewhere
nice.

Grant held out two slips of paper in
his hand, asking Kari and me to each
pick one to determine which podium we
would stand behind. Each sclecting the
paper closest to us, I wound up on po-
dium two, next to Jason.

Against Goliath: Before 1 knew it,
our game was underway. I'm afraid I
can’t really give too many details, mostly
because the game is something of a blur.
I’'m looking forward to seeing it when it

JHAT
/

ners receive their choice of four cars in
addition to their cash).

When we came back from the first
commercial, Alex Trebek began his inter-
views. We had to supply the Jeopardy!
staff with several topics which Alex
could discuss with us ahead of time. Be-
fore the show, Grant came up to us and
showed us the note card Alex would re-
ceive. Each had our name, hometown,
job description and three topics of con-
versation. Grant had highlighted the first
topic, and confirmed it with me, noting
that Alex occasionally deviated from the
cards.

He did not deviate, but asked me
about the Sidewise Award. I explained
what the award was and gave a brief de-
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scription of what alternate history was.
Alex then surprised me by asking for an
example. Our contracts specifically pro-
hibited us from promoting products un-
less in response to one of Alex’s ques-
tions. Of the four winners, the most typi-
cal alternate history was probably Harry
Turtledove’s How Few Remain (1998), so
that is the one I mentioned. During the
next commercial break, one of the con-
testants and three of the crew members
asked me for the name of the book and
author again.

Going into Final Jeopardy, I found
myself in second place in a game which
was reasonably close. I felt comfortable
with the category, but merely bet enough
that I would ensure myself a second place
finish if all three of us answered the
questions correctly. When Jason came up
with the wrong question and I realized I
had won, an expression of shock came
over my face. I can only hope the camera
was on me to pick it up. Although I knew
I had won, when Alex came up to me and
said, “Congratulations giant killer,” it
took me a moment to figure out what he
was talking about.

Defending My Own: I was hurried
off stage to change clothes. When 1 came
out, I learned that I would be facing Mary
and Allen. The game played out similarly
to the first in many ways, although I had
a slight advantage since I was the return-
ing champion.

During the interviews, Alex was sup-
posed to ask me about a mock historical
paper I presented several years ago about
the Bubonic Plaque. The idea for the pa-
per came from the frequent typographical
errors on the word plague. Unfortunately,
Alex referred to it as the Bubonic Plague,
driving home our point, but requiring me
to explain it.

During this (and the other two
games), there were points when the
judges stopped the game to double check
on answers. When this was done, the
contestants were made to turn their backs
to the game board and talk to each other
and the handlers. In at least one instance,
a call which had initially gone against
me was reversed, although at a later
point, I lost points because the judges
didn’t like my pronunciation of Chaillot.

Going into Final Jeopardy, 1 was
again in second place and wagered in the

same fashion I did during the first game.
This time, I was the only contestant to
get the correct answer, which was ex-
tremely biased in my favor. Allen, who
was in first place going into Final Jeop-
ardy wanted to know who I had bribed to
get the questions we got. In fact, I almost
got the answer wrong. I began writing
the answer down and thought about the
advice Grant gave us going in to Final
Jeopardy: “Even if this is the Final Jeop-
ardy question you've waited your whole
life for, think about it carefully.” I re-
read the question and realized I was giv-
ing an answer different from the one they
were looking for.

Lunch: After my second show (the
third of the day), we got a lunch break.
While my family went off site to have
their own lunch, 1 was escorted, along
with the six remaining contestants to the
studio commissary. While the rest of the
contestants generally had their own han-
dlers, I, at this point, had one of my own.
They aren’t trying to segregate the cham-
pion from the others, although it does
have this effect, it is just that there are
things the champion has to do, for in-
stance change clothes, which the other
contestants do not take part in.

I wound up eating with the other con-
testants and talking a little about what it
is like being up on the stage and actually
playing the game. A few joked about slip-
ping a mickey into my drink when I got
up in the same manner we had joked
about slamming Jason’s thumb in the
door frame before his games. We didn’t
damage Jason’s thumbs and, as far as |
know, my drink remained unadulterated.

The Outcome: After lunch, it was
announced that I would be going up
against Scott and Meg. We took our posi-
tions behind the podiums and began the
game. Within a few questions, I had a
feeling that I was not going to go any fur-
ther, although I did well enough in the
first round.

I had been told that Alex would
probably ask me about the time I was
stopped in front of the KGB Building in
Moscow, but instead he chose to ask me
about my job. We continued the game
and Meg gave me a run for my money,
although Scott couldn’t seem to get his
buzzer to function. During the break be-
tween rounds, they checked his buzzer

and declared it functional, a fact he
proved in Double Jeopardy.

During Double Jeopardy, we had an-
other break to check on an answer. Once
they were ready to continued, they played
the tape back several times trying to find
an appropriate starting place. Unfortu-
nately, that meant that I got to hear Alex
informing me that 1 had given a wrong
answer about ten times. According to my
mother, that is when my concentration
went.

Before Final Jeopardy, Grant gives the
contestants some advice. In addition to
the advice mentioned above, he explains
that there is a blue card in case your pen
stops writing, although this has never
happened. They also give the contestants
paper so they can figure out their wagers.
Once the wager is placed, it is locked out
so it can’t be changed and a stage hand
copies the amount down onto a note pad.
The question field is then opened and the
contestants are told to write either “Who”
or “What” on their screen, depending on
what the question should be, as a re-
minder that they need to answer in the
form of a question. If a word is illegible
or misspelled, the judges will decide
whether or not to accept the answer.

Going into Final Jeopardy, I was in
third place. I was unsure of the category,
and figured that if I made only a token
bet and got it wrong, I wouldn’t be much
worse off. I also figured that at least one
of my opponents would get the question
wrong and I could wind up in second
place, which is what wound up happen-
ing. What I couldn’t know was that if |
had wagered as little as $1,000, I would
have won the game.

Aftermath: After the end of the
fourth show, we left the studio to retrieve
my daughter from the college friend who
was watching her and go out to dinner.
We had to stop at the hotel to pick up our
rental car after dinner, and when we did
so, I picked up the house phone to call
Meg, who had beaten me in the third
game to see how she did in subsequent
games. On my way out of the hotel, I
bumped into Camille, who had lost to
Jason in the first game. She had heard
that I had beaten Jason and was wonder-
ing how I had done in subsequent games.
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ing for the magazine.” Famous Mon-
sters of Filmland publisher/owner Ray
Ferry says. In the next paragraph Ferry
is said to have rcfuscd to publish an arti-
cle 4E (thosc namcs arc going to causc a
big mixup) wrote. Do you not find a cer-
tain inconsistency between those two
allegations?

Libel suits can oftcn rebound on the
filer. Tomorrow, April 11, the judge
will announcc his verdict in the /rving
v. Lipstadt et al. Suit. David Irving is
suing Deborah Lipstadt over whether
she libcled him by calling him a Nazi.
In his closing speech (Irving repre-
sented himsclf) Irving addressed the
judge as “mcin Fithrer.” Obviously, (1)
he was proving the adage about sclf-
representation and clientele, and (2) he
can walk!

The Faanish Side of the World
Wide Web: “If you have to write your
own HTML code, designing a web page
is a lot like being forced to solve one of
those word problems that starts ‘if a
train leaves Baltimore at 50 miles per
hour.”” The ones 1 always encountered
always ended with “What is the engi-
neer’s name?”

“Tails” of Moving to Hawaii:
When did the scrial comma rule
change? Sincc therc is no American
Language Academy, who changed it?
You do recall the famous Bad Example
of why the scrial comma (before “and”
in a list) is important: “I would like to
thank my parents, Ayn Rand and God.”
And I thought my family was unusual.

The scrial comma was initially
dropped by ncwspapermen, who type for
a living and can usc all the space they
can get. Who did it subsequently is an-
other matter.

The Fanivore: All the stamp actions
face the problem that the most likely
answer is “Didn’t we do the ‘Space Fan-
tasy’ scrics a fcw yecars ago?” And my
proposal to do SF pcople will be over-
whelmed by the mystery fans. Mysteries
are more respectable than SF&F, so you
arc likely to sce Earlc Stanley Gardner
on a stamp bcfore you scc Robert A
Heinlcin.

After reading Alan White’s
“tongue-in-cheek” rant. I can only say
that Claude Degler now has a successor.
(He is still out there, I firmly believe —

the Social Security Death Index has no
records that he has died. so...)

The clucidate the Will Sykora story,
Damon Knight in The [uturians de-
scribes how in the carly 50°s, Sykora
went to Don Wollheim and then to Sam
Moskowitz and laid forth his Great
Plan. Namcly, that they should Take
Over Fandom! Each of them had the
same reply, the capper of which was,
“And what would you do with it once
you had it?”

I remember the acceptor for the 1998
Best Dramatic Presentation Hugo men-
tioning that he was rcady to accept for
all the nominees. Says somcthing about
the meaning the that particular award to
its intended recipients. So Leah Zeldes
Smith and Marty Cantor have a point
about the BDP Hugo; and yet, there are
so many voters out there to whom the
BDPH means something that it will
never stand a chance of being dropped.

[[That’s not what will save it — those
voters don’t go to the Business Meeting.
But the business meeting regulars love
the category too — Sharon Sbarsky
wanted to add media Hugos, and also,
I'm sure I published something about
Ben Yalow setting up a Buffy listserve
not long ago!]]

David L. Travis

It occurs to me to say thank you for
keeping me (somewhat) au courant
about fandom. I first “appeared in fan-
dom” via a letter in a magazine in 1949
or 1950. But there are/have been/will be
times when I am convinced I have been
a neofan for 50 years. I suppose that la-
bel is not the pejorative it once was
(trufans would sneeringly suggest that
one get in the NFFF until one learned
the way things were (this often meant
until one learned to agree without dis-
cussion.) I did join N3F and I am still a
member.

Anyway, I value File 770 for infor-
mation I don’t get elsewhere, for your
fair and balanced reportage and the
clear, readable prose. Thank you.

For some years I sent (small) sums of
money to TAFF, but not for some time.
1 do not remember the details but some
people (in the Midwest?) thought they

weren’t getting a fair deal, so they put
up a candidatc and this somchow an-
gered the British administrator who an-
nounced that if this pcrson won, he
would withhold thc British funds. The
whole thing left a bad taste.

I cnjoyed the article on the Jeop-
ardy! Appcarance. I will certainly try to
watch both Junc 12 and 13. Journalisti-
cally (if there is such a word) the last
paragraph sccms to give away the story,
that he lost (“who and what I was up
against”). But perhaps I have just been
reading too many mysterics.

I once auditioned for Jeopardy! --
the old show in NYC. It was intercst-
ing , and apparently not as complicated
as currently. 1 suspected I would not be
chosen when they walked around and
took Polaroid photos of the group, and 1
was correct. But the letter saying I was
not chosen was fascinating. 1 really
wished I had saved it. The gist was that
they tried to match up players so they
would be competitive, and it was
worded so that we rejected could, if we
wantcd/nceded to, rcad into that they
had been unablc to find other candidates
at a high cnough level to match us.

Allan D. Burrows

I want to applaud Mr. White for his re-
alization that Trufandom is stagnating. 1
might even go so far as to guess that it's
dying. (Luckily for my morale, 1 hardly
consider Trufandom to be the whole of
SF fandom... but I digress.) He seems to
have pinpointed quite neatly the causes;
lax attention to fannish traditions, active
discouragement of new blood and loss of
touch with your literary roots. I might
even suggest a fourth contributing
cause; refusal to accept the diminished
role that fanzine fandom plays in SF
Fandom as a whole, which has ghetto-
1zed and isolated you. Mr. White 1s right
on the money with this rant.

I'd also like to congratulate him on
realizing that, when I said that the term
Sci-Fi makes me feel a bit queasy, I was,
in fact, speaking rhetorically, quite
right, sir. (I do cringe, however, for the
reasons which I stated in a previous
LoC.) But I'd like to correct him on a
few brief points.
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First of all, my first name is spelled
with two "I"s, pleasc.

I chose the shibboleth "get a lifc"
dceliberately and for cffect. You'll recall
the long ago and far, far away Saturday
Night Live sketch in which William
Shatner let fly at the trckkies who'd
madc his experience of Trek fandom
less plcasant, (to say the least), by their
obscssion with the show. Trek fandom's
collective feelings were initially hurt by
this, largely becausc they recognized it
for what it was -- his real feclings about
them, thinly disguised -- and saw them-
sclves in the characters which the SVL
crew portrayed. Thesc days, however,
Trek fans use the phrase on cach other
when they sce another getting too close
to obsessiveness. (I'm sure there's a cer-
tain famous letterhack who could back
mc up on this.)

It was in this scnsc that I suggested
that Mr. Whitc "get a life"; that he was
getting far morc excited about the sub-
ject at hand, and putting far too much of
his ego into the argument, than was
warrantcd. Even | have to admit that...
um... (Darn, my back issues are buried.
What was he arguing with Chris
Barklcy about that time?)

And just onc other thing, regarding
the first fanzinc of thc new century;
shamc on Mr. Whitc for forgetting that
the third millennium and the next cen-
tury begins next year.

Gene Stewart

Nice Alan White cover, the grey tones
reproduced really well. It reminds me of
the time I was stranded off Europa dur-
ing a Red Spot emergency.

Not sure what to think about Nip-
poncon but a more sfnal locale would be
hard to find outside a Ridley Scott
movie, or inside one, for that matter.

So the dark secret connection be-
tween AAR and MCFI has been re-
vealed, eh? May the ghods be gentle in
their wrath.

David Bratman (now there’s a super-
hero for fandom, Bratman...) reports
that Paul Williams stated that PKD’s
books have negative futures but leave
readers feeling optimistic if only for
having confirmed worse fears. Con-

firmed by fiction? Huh? This smacks of
brushing PKD aside, and certainly does-
n’t even begin to address the superlative
human qualities PKD’s characters tend
to display. Nor docs it do justice to
PKD’s continuing success at standing
up to, and often confounding, conven-
tional academic analysis while remain-
ing rcadable and mind-expanding.

Which books arc important or essen-
tial is indced best ascertained in retro-
spect as hooplah dies down and genuine
influence settles in.

I'm surprised that Trevor Hoyle’s
The Last Gasp wasn’t cited as most de-
pressing sf novel ever. Read it and sce
why, if you dare, and if you can.

Why would Childhood’s End leave
folks dcpressed? Don’t thcy want to
evolvc out of this useless body? Typical
slans...

Onc hopes that Mayhcw, Hlavaty,
and Geis, not to mention any and all
other stricken fans, mend soon and thor-
oughly.

Thanks for the Clocktowerfiction.
com plug. And hooray A. L. Sirois.

Great listings for FanBasic 101. It
will take me a few minutes to visit them
all, I fear.

We may yet know what the sevagram
was, if time travel proves out. Hooray
for Van Vogt, and long live his writing.
Any word on how much of his work is
OOP or plans to reprint it?

Lucky Baby by Maric Bartlett-Sloan
is suffused with joy. May all orphans
find parents like these.

Con reports and the Oz trek a la
Francis kept me glad to be at home.

As a veteran of the Jeopardy! audi-
tion process, I was ironically amused by
Silver’s experience. He should contact
Volvo and offer to be a sponsor, for one
thing.

Maric Rengstorff and her dog com-
bined in my mind with grammar and
syntax rules until I, too, wanted a flight
attendant in my water dish, but only
preceded by a comma, phrasc or not.
And no, being insane isn’t as bad as
they say.

THE FANIVORE - (urp) Stamps for
sf writers? Pleasc. Haven’t they been
licked cnough? How about, instcad, they
slap sf writers’ names on the solid fuel
boosters, thus providing a literal ego-

boo?

As for Ayn Rand, I’m far too sclfish
to give her any credit.

Fans who makc a point of fcigning
ignorance of popular culture and flaunt-
ing same as some sort of badge of honor
or purity need to grow up, but then, they
are fans, so I gucss that’s out.

Hm. Apparcntly my fannish nick
could also be GcArt or cven Euart, an
odd onc that sounds half rcal. However,
as OLD 815 commcmorates an actual
error madc by George Himself Scithers,
I’ll stick with that for now.

Taral’s back cover, blatant plug
though it be, was charming and cffcc-
tive. May he thrive.

Lloyd Penney

A Japanese Worldcon bid. We received
a letter from Takumi Shibano probably
around the same time you did, and
Yvonne and 1 have aircady voluntecred
our services as Canadian agents. We've
done it several times before, and will be
pleased to do it again. And, hot on the
heels of Boston announcing their 2004
Worldcon bid is New York withdrawing
theirs, with a cryptic hint that they may
announce again for a future year.

1 have from time to time wandered
webwise through Bill Bowers' Fan Ba-
sic 101 on Victor Gonzales' Squib site. |
should click on more of these, but in too
many web sites, there is the feeling that
the graphics overwhelms the articles
within, as if they are grey spaces to
counteract the colour backgrounds and
GIF animations. I do have MS Pub-
lisher, so 1 should train myself on the
making of websites, and try my hand at
it. I will probably be the last of modern
fandom to do so, but I've got to learn
website design and HTML at some
point.

Some years ago, one of the local ra-
dio stations here sponsored a Jeopardy!
audition, and one had to call in and an-
swer a question to get an invitation to
go. I called in, answered the question
correctly, and booked a day off to go
downtown to a hotel where the auditions
were held. Unannounced, Alex Trebek
himself was there, a good Canadian
with his broadcasting roots in Toronto.
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Trebek used to do the play-by-play of
curling on the CBC. He is thin, tanncd
and much smaller in staturc than you'd
expect. 1 took the test they gave, but a
lot of the questions were about Ameri-
can geography, American history and
other topics an American might know
about, but a Canadian may not have any
idca about. Aficr the test, somc people
asked about this, and the gencral answer
was, "Well, what do you expect? This is
an Amcrican game show!" My own
test.... I gather I got about 90% of the
questions right, but was not asked to
come down to thc show. My souvenirs
from this day? A bright orange Jeop-
ardy! pencil and a light green audition
T-shirt.

Maric Rengstorff ends her story of
moving to Hawaii and amusing dol-
phins with a question on somcthing
morc slippery than grease, namcly the
rules of English grammar and common
usage. I'm sure that George Flynn and
Arthur Hlavaty could weigh in here, but
I am a professional copy editor too, so
I'll take a shot at this. In a sentence that
contains a list of items, let's say, "My
favorite spices are parsley, sage, rosc-
mary and thyme." The comma is a
punctuation device that can replace the
word 'and’ in a sentence to reduce the
repetitive nature of saying 'and’' between
every item in that list. Where 'and' ap-
pears in that sentence, the word signals
a completion of the list. Putting a
comma between ‘roscmary’ and 'and’ is a
duplication of services. The comma and
the 'and' do the same thing. IMHO, the
comma should be lcft out. I'd like to
hear Georgc and Arthur's take on this.

I wish Chris Barkley luck on getting
SF writer postage stamps on the USPS
list of issues. Of the U.S. postage stamps
I do get, from fans and non-fans alike, 1
se¢c stamps commemorating various
American writers, and I'm surc the gen-
cral public says "Who?" to many of
those stamps, too. I'd say that writers of
a popular genre of literature should have
as good a chance as any other group of
writers. A scries of stamps I could see
are great American genre writers, a
commemorative stamp for a single
writer of each of the following genres:
science fiction/fantasy, detective/
thriller/suspense/spy, horror, romance,

western. This idea might have a better
chance, but I gather that Man was not
meant to know certain things, like how
the Post Office head office really works.

I kept Alan White's tongue-in-cheek
factor in mind when I rcad his loc, but
to be honest, I can't disagree with him
on anything hc writes here. I'm sure
we've all run into snobbish fans during
our ncofan days (and modern day, t0o).
Fanzine fandom, and morec and more,
the fannish Usenet arcas, are where fan-
dom exhibits its own creative juices in
the form of ideas, crafted articles, fun
art and publishing skills. Then again,
other arcas of fandom allow creative
expression and an outlet for skills, too.

What does a club offer a 14-year-old
kid thesc days? An opportunity to learn
to socialize, share like intercsts, mect
with pcople of all ages, not just his own,
and to take part in interesting activities.
Whether that's enough to attract today's
14-ycar-old is a continuing dcbate.
What is fandom for? To gather and
share the common interest, and if you
would rather participate, to practicc and
enhance life skills with a sfnal flavor.
Unfortunately, we chase the few possi-
ble recruits to our happy asylum away
with feuding, sniping, plotting and ar-
guing that the average outsider would
probably find awfully pedantic and tire-
some.

Also, I don't think anyone likes the
way SF has been turned into Sci-Fi for
public consumption, but it's far from the
only part of our lives that has been com-
mercialized like that. We've spent years
asking for some kind of public accep-
tance, and when we get it, it's in a plas-
tic, crappy form we don't like.

I wouldn't like to see the BDP Hugo
split in two, but I wouldn't like to sec it
abolished, either. The Hugos are
awarded by the members of the World
Science Fiction Socicty, with no distinc-
tions madc as to what media that SF
takes. Certainly, we are a literary-
minded group, but if we were to elimi-
nate all fans who enjoy SF on television,
in the movies, or even on audiotape or
on the Web, Worldcon would be a week-
end event in the ballroom of a cheap
hotel. This may go back to Alan White's
creeb...we are exclusive when we should
be inclusive.

As always, a good fanzine, full of
comments hooks that get mc to hit the
keyboard with rencwed vigor cach para-
graph. That's what a fanzine is for. I'm
looking for the next fanzinc in the se-
rics, and I sure hopc it comcs along
SOON.

Alan White

It would be cool if you put out a collec-
tion of all your covers over the years.
You've had so many fun artists since
issue one.

I miss the 70's and 80's when I had
time and money to work on art and sell
it at the cons. It's been eight years since
I've been to an SF con -- poop. I only
get two zines these days and I'm horri-
bly out of touch with fandom, so I hun-
ger for each copy of File 770!

Ed Meskys

Just read in File 770:#134 that Japan is
planning to bid for a worldcon. I ap-
prove heartily the thought of a con
there, but am afraid that their choice of
timing is not very propitious. There are
already bids for UK in '05 and perhaps
Australia in '07, so if they bid for '05 or
'06 1 do not think they will be well re-
ceived.

We have a number of intertwined
issues here. In '85-'90 we had three non-
North American cons in five years, and
I think that that is a reasonable number.
Crossing the Pacific is about twice as
expensive as crossing the Atlantic, and
while 1 cannot go there I will support,
for good faanish foreign relations, one
transpacific con every five years. Since
the British bid for '05 is well-established
I would like to see Australia back off for
several more years and Japan try for '07.

[[Implicit in your comments is the
reality that overseas Worldcon bids
must woo North American voters in or-
der to be successful. The question is not
whether UK fans might take offense at
competition, but how many prospective
North American voters have already
Jformed such a strong loyalty to the UK
bid to render a Japanese bid unwin-
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nable? The UK bid has worked effec-
tively to forge support among conrun-
ners -- though being unopposed, they
may have been looking past the election
to the advanced recruitment of a work
Jorce. Voters in general have enjoyed
the UK in '05 parties, however, the de-
lay in announcing a definite site until
recently left some of us feeling that the
race had yet to begin. In a head-to-head
race, some voters will prefer Japan be-
cause it's never hosted a Worldcon, or
beckons them to a once-in-a-lifetime
vacation. There being no strong bid al-
ready in the field for '06, and it always
being better to enter the field against
weak rather than strong competition, |
would think the Japanese bid's chances
are better in the second of the two years
it is considering. If that impairs the
chances of Australia's '07 bid, well, it's
already running under the handicap of
Jollowing too soon on the heels of '99.]]

Now that the rotation plan is gone, is
it time¢ to do away with NASFiC? I
know it is resented by other nations and
I have never attended the rumpcon even
when 1 could not get to an overseas
worldcon.

[[Since it's so hard to find anyone
with a kind word to say about NASFiC,
I can't explain why year after year the
Business Meeting takes no action to re-
move it from the WSFS Constitution. --
Oh, why lie. Of course I can explain it.
Nobody's willing to abandon the rights
as long as Sacks, Burley and company
seem to want them.]]

Dennis Caswell

I would likc to add my comments about
Alfred Elton Van Vogt. The only time I
saw him was at L.A con III. He was suf-
fering from Alzheimer’s Disease, as
noted in your report in issue 134. I knew
that he would not be writing again. I
managed to get three books signed by
him, and these I treasurer greatly.

I happened to be sitting right bchind
him at the Retro Hugo Ceremony. 1 did
not know he would be presented with an
award for 60 years of excellence in sci-
ence fiction. He was very weak; he was
unable to walk on stage to accept his
award, he was not even able to read his

acceptance speech. Harlan Ellison (who
I admirc greatly) rcad the specch for
him. I had to make an cffort to stay out
of the spotlight when it was shonc on
Van Vogt.

He was an excellent writer. Much of
what he had written is much better than
what is being written today. He will be
missed.

George Brickner

Nice article "The Faanish Side of the
World Wide Web." Have you considered
registering a domain for File 7707 1 just
checked and file770.com, file770.org
and file770.net are available. You might
want to "park" one of these domains
until you're ready to use it.

BTW, have a look at my web site.
This is hosted on a Linux-based $5/
month web hosting company (they also
do NT for those so inclined). For that
$5/month I get 5mb of disk space, mail
forwarding, auto responders. MS Front-
page server extensions, etc. The hosting
site, http://5dollarhosting.com, is one of
many of such services and they want
small businesses to build ecommerce
sites.

http://www.dupanet.com/

I'll add a link to your File 770 pages to
my "favorites" page.

Joy V. Smith

Interesting cover. I like the combina-
tion. Great selection of interior artwork,
and I love Taral's comic strip on the
back cover.

I enjoved the Belknap report “The
house left the planet at 3:05; the next
day 1 raked his house out of my back
yard, and the dog probably won't have to
go bathroom for quite a while.” Some
people I read that to are still laughing.
But I am sorry about the tragedy. I hope
their house passed the structural engi-
neer's inspection.

Lots of Internet news too, I sce. 1
love your new web page, by the way,
and all the blinky lights, also the earth.
You've done well. I have an old web site
that a guy did for me and hasn't updated

for years.

Bill Bowers' Intcrnet listing (Fan
Basic 101) is great! I will check some of
thosc sites out if I ever catch up. You
had a incredible sciection of articles--
fan toys, the Chincse baby adoption, the
Aussic con and travel rcport, Steven
Silver's Jeopardy! rcport (I'm looking
forward to Part Il of that), and Maric
Rengstorff's Hawaiian "tail" (I agree
with her about commas. It is often con-
fusing if you leave it out! And then
there were the LoCs. Was this a longer
issue than usual? In any case, I really
enjoyed it.

We Also Heard From

Jeff Smith: The Tiptree book I put to-
gether for Tor, Meet Me At Infinity, just
came out [[Jeff wrote this in April.]] 1
wrote the introduction and notes. I've
written a lot about Tiptree over the
years, so when [ was writing for this it
was just “more of the same.” except I
tried to look a lot of things up rather
than rely on memory, as I would have in
more informal fan writing. (That didn’t
always help. I held the Tachyon Press
booklet of her poetry in my hand as |
typed a comment about it — yes, all those
old fanzines were typed with one hand -
and 1 still called it Clean Sheets instcad
of Neat Sheets.) 1 thought I was pretty
blase about it, so I was real surprised
how excited I got when the book showed
up. It’s nice to still be able to get ex-
cited.

Henry Welch: Thanks for the latest
File 770. At the risk of incurring your
wrath I'm sorry to say that I didn't find
much to comment on in the issue. The
content is interesting and informative,
but nothing elevates itself to the status
of compelling comment hook.

John Hertz: [[On “Migly.”]] 1 think it
should rhyme with “Big Gly.” But if it
keeps component vowels, it’s Diana’s
Song, “There’s not a fan today/ Who
can take me away/ From My Gly.”

Roy Pettis: Thanks {or publishing my
Aussiecon 3 reports. It was really inter-
esting to see people commenting on my
reports in the LC. I appreciated your
editing, and truly had not realized I had
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written that much. All my published
writing thus far has becn in peer-
reviewed journals or formal government
reports - or, of course, in e-mails and
posts. Anyway, [ just wanted to thank
you for the cxpericnce.

Ron Salomon: Thc little number just
reccived was particularly valuable to
me, as I am still adding “favorites” to a
recently purchased PC, and have an
empty folder marked “Fans.” Bill Bow-
ers FanBasic 101 is a GhuSend. In fact,
given the time demands from spouse, 4-
year-old and 12-year-old (I can’t believe
I've got a kid readying himsclf for
2001: A Bar Mitzvah QOdyssey), this
note stays short.

Roy Lavender: Thanks for the list. So
far, I've only had one return 404. Bob
Tucker's. Tried three browsers. same
answer from each.

You are welcome to publish mine, if
you wish. Both addresses are in my
Yule letter.

Http://roylavender.web.com

http://home.carthlink.net/
~roylavender/web3.html

Eric Lindsay: It sure seems about time
a Worldcon bid came out of Japan,
given how much SF activity there is in
that area. It was also good to see an ad-
ditional Aussie trip report from Sue and
Steve Francis.

I was pleased to see the reports on
Potlatch and Corflu, both of which were
great conventions for us. Indeed. I like
Corflu so much that Jean and I will be
bidding for a Corflu in Australia (in
Melbourne) for 2002, just a week after
the Australian National Convention in
Melbourne, and two weeks after the
New Zealand National Convention.
Maybe June 2002 is the time U.S. and
U.K. fans should visit our area of the
Pacific. Especially when both U.S. and
U.K. currencies buy so many Australian
and NZ dollars.

Didn't Bill Bowers do a great job
with his Net 10/ stuff. I hope that your
site works well for you.

Bob Kennedy: My thanks for an out-
standing issuc. Especially appreciated is
FanBasic 101 with all the sites.
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